


Why Sydney? There is no other 
place in the world where you can 
combine an exciting career in a 
thriving business destination and 
enjoy the kind of lifestyle that 
most people only dream about. 

In Sydney, you can take your 
career forward in a unique and 
globally competitive business 
environment that’s perfectly 
positioned for growth in the Asian Century.

It is a place where companies really do invest in their employees to create 
positive and well-balanced working environments. 

It is a safe and healthy place for you and your family to live, work and play.

Sydney is Australia’s global city and the gateway to the Asia Pacific. 

Home to the regional headquarters of more than 600 blue-chip 
multinationals, Sydney beats with the pulse of the global economy, offering 
outstanding career opportunities for the best candidates.    

Sydney is also well known as one of the world’s most liveable cities, with plenty 
of open space, gorgeous beaches, waterways and bushland, and a rich calendar 
of entertainment, cultural activities and sporting events.

It’s a truly international city, home to people who share your aspirations - for 
a better career and a better life. 

To help you settle into life and work in Sydney, this guide details all you need 
to know about the essentials: visas, where to live, the cost of living, healthcare, 
entertainment and leisure, progressing your career and much, much more.

Welcome to Sydney – your future starts here.

Andrew Stoner 
NSW DEPUTY PREMIER

Minister for Trade & 
Investment 
Minister for Regional 
Infrastructure & Services

SYDNEY: YOUR FUTURE STARTS HERE

Foreword from the 
Deputy Premier
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Using this guide
This guide will give you a glimpse into Sydney life, showing how you can enjoy 
the city’s unique balance of a dynamic business environment, an energetic 
society and a fantastic lifestyle.

This guide provides information that will help if you are thinking of coming 
here to live or if you have already secured work.

You will find information about how the city works, what you should do 
before you leave, advice on the kind of places you might like to live, and other 
essentials.

The guide refers to different government departments who can help with the 
essential aspects of your planning. Australia has a federal system – a national 
government, and state or territory governments.

With Sydney being the capital of NSW, you will need to contact NSW 
Government departments for some aspects of your planning. Many other 
aspects that are relevant no matter where you live in Australia – such as visas 
or the health system – are managed by the national government, referred to 
as the Commonwealth Government.

The Greater Sydney Area is also governed by 43 local councils. Local council 
websites provide an insight into each area of Sydney.

IMPORTANT WEBSITES YOU MIGHT NEED TO VISIT

•	 All about visas and emigrating to Australia: www.immi.gov.au
•	 Find the Australian embassy in your country: www.dfat.gov.au
•	 The Official Sydney Website: www.sydney.com
•	 Access NSW Government services: www.service.nsw.gov.au
•	 Business NSW: www.business.nsw.gov.au
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Welcome to Sydney

While no city can possibly have it all,  
Sydney comes close. 

Sydney’s famous beaches, glittering harbour, vibrant culture and great 
climate are all well known around the world, but Sydney’s enviable lifestyle is 
only half the story.

Sydney is also a place where you can progress your career.

Sydney is at the heart of Australia’s economy, leading the nation in a range 
of industry sectors including professional services, manufacturing, the digital 
economy, research and education, the visitor economy, and creative industries.

Ranked first in the Asia Pacific in terms of intellectual capital and innovation, 
Sydney is Australia’s finance and business hub. The city contributes over a 
fifth of Australia’s economic value and its economic output is greater than 
Hong Kong, Malaysia and Singapore. 

This robust economic performance is driven by a highly-educated and 
multicultural workforce.

As the capital of New South Wales (NSW), Sydney is home to the NSW 
Government which has AAA credit ratings from Standard & Poor’s and 
Moody’s, a testament to the State’s sound record of financial performance, 
strong economic base and capacity to withstand changing economic 
circumstances. 

Sydney is the only Australian city in the top 20 for A.T. Kearney’s 2012 
Global Cities Index,  Knight Frank’s Global Cities Survey, and the Global 
Financial Centres Index.

Ranked number 10 out of 221 cities in the 2012 Mercer Worldwide 
Quality of Living Survey, Sydney offers a safe and secure environment for 
individuals and families, with world-class health care, education, transport and 
telecommunications.

Wherever you come from and whatever you are looking for, you’ll feel right 
at home in Sydney. Sydney’s cultural diversity lends itself to an open and 
tolerant society – over a third of Sydney’s population was born overseas In 
fact, at any moment in Sydney, more than 200 languages are being spoken, 
and a large proportion of the population speaks a language other than English 
at home.  

It is a thriving global economic and cultural hub that is a magnet for talented 
people, innovative businesses and millions of visitors each year.
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A population of 4.67 million

A total area of 12,368 km² for Greater Sydney

GMT+10 time zone

Average winter temperatures of  
9-17 Celsius / 48-62 Fahrenheit

Average summer temperatures of 19 - 26 Celsius / 
65 - 79 Fahrenheit

International Calling Code: + 61 2 

Median age of 36

Average household income AUD$2,537 per week

The potential to grow your career
As one of the major economic hubs in the Asia-Pacific and Australia’s global 
city, Sydney provides opportunities regardless of what stage of your working 
life you’re in.

Sydney offers a unique opportunity: the ability to engage with Asian, 
American and European markets simultaneously. 

Sixty per cent of all Asia-Pacific regional headquarters are located in Sydney. The 
city is home to local, national and global companies that undertake varied and 
challenging work in an economy that’s enjoyed 22 years of continuous growth.  

While Sydney’s market may be smaller than those of New York and London, 
it maintains the ability to offer clients a broad range of sophisticated products 
and services. 

A slightly smaller market has its advantages – skilled talent has the 
opportunity to make quicker transitions up the management ladder in Sydney. 
This gives you easier access to the networks, industries and skills needed to 
help propel your career forward.

The Facts
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Working in Sydney

WORKING IN SYDNEY
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To work in Sydney you will need to be an Australian citizen, permanent 
resident, or hold an appropriate visa. An overview of Australia’s visa system is 
included in ‘The basics’ section on page 101.

Understanding the market
Once you’ve determined which visa you will require to work in Australia, your 
next step is to look at Sydney’s employment and business markets. 

This section of the guide details Sydney’s industries, the key business 
locations across the city, and the options to progress your career, especially if 
you decide to stay longer or permanently.

With low unemployment rates and globally competitive wages, Sydney’s 
robust business environment is the ideal setting for your next career move.

DID YOU KNOW?

•	 Sydney’s economy is larger than those of Hong Kong, Malaysia 
and Singapore – the city produces over $306 billion in goods 
and services a year .

•	 Sydney is the headquarters of more than 90 per cent of the 
international banks operating in Australia, including Citigroup, 
HSBC and Deutsche Bank, and over 60 per cent of Australia’s 
ICT regional headquarters and operations centres.

•	 Physical international connections are close: Sydney Airport 
is Australia’s main international airport and is only 20 minutes 
away from the city centre, with over 250 flights a week to Asia 
and over 60 a week to the US.

•	 It’s ranked the sixth best student city globally, with the 
University of Sydney and University of New South Wales in the 
world’s top 100 universities. 

WORKING IN SYDNEY
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Sydney leads the nation in most 
professional service sub-sectors, 
including finance and insurance, 
business advice and consultancy, 
engineering, legal, accounting, 
marketing and business 
management, public relations, 
and human resources.

NSW’s financial and insurance 
service industries account 
for close to five per cent of 
Australia’s GDP – with Sydney 
leading financial activity across 
the State.

Australia’s financial system 
is ranked eighth in the world, 
supported by one of the most 
stable and sound banking systems 
in the world. 

Manufacturing industries 
employ 300,000 people across 
NSW, with Sydney providing 
the majority of employment 
opportunities in this sector.

The city’s manufacturing 
industries range from 
powerhouse industries, to makers 
of consumer products and high-
growth firms implementing the 
latest science and technology.

Manufacturing expertise 
in Sydney spans from 
pharmaceuticals and medical 
devices to machinery, textiles, 
metals, food products and much 
more. 

Most of Australia’s ICT regional 
headquarters and operations 
centres are based in Sydney, 
including Google, IBM Global 
Switch, Atlassian, and Optus. 

Specialist ICT firms focus on 
security solutions, banking and 
finance solutions, digital media, 
health and education, wireless 
communications, smart internet 
based technologies, robotics and 
autonomous systems, medical 
devices, mining applications and 
engineering design.

FINANCIAL AND  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

MANUFACTURING DIGITAL ECONOMY

Sydney offers the employment 
choice of any global city, from 
leading multinational corporations to 
niche small to medium enterprises 
(SMEs) and entrepreneurs across 
many industries. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Google’s Sydney office 
developed Google Maps and a 
Sydney-based team produced 
the technology at the heart of 
WiFi.

Sydney’s industries 
WORKING IN SYDNEY
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THE NSW TRADE 
& INVESTMENT 

WEBSITE HAS ALL 
THE INFORMATION 

YOU NEED 
ABOUT SYDNEY’S 
INDUSTRIES AND 

MAJOR COMPANIES:

www.business.nsw.gov.au

Employment across the 
creative industries is growing at 
nearly double the rate of other 
industries in NSW. Sydney is 
a world-class centre for digital 
animation and computer-
generated imagery – as one 
example, Oscar and BAFTA-
Award winning Happy Feet 
was animated by local digital 
animation company Animal 
Logic.

Sydney is home to all Australian 
television broadcasters and over 
a third of national commercial 
television revenue is generated 
in NSW.

It’s also home to a world-class 
advertising industry, with 
Sydney’s agencies consistently 
awarded for outstanding creative 
communications work in the Asia 
Pacific.

Sydney is Australia’s destination 
of choice. As Australia’s leading 
tourism and events destination 
and international gateway, 
Sydney has managed to combine 
physical beauty, vibrant creative 
energy, and iconic attractions 
such as the Sydney Opera House 
and Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

The city hosts more tourists and 
more business events than any 
other Australian city, providing 
a wide variety of employment 
opportunities in a range of 
industries that make up the 
visitor economy.

The industry services more than 
two million visitors each year, and 
is the direct employer of  
152, 000 people across Sydney 
and NSW.

Sydney research institutions 
demonstrate how industry, universities 
and government can work together 
to advance capabilities, products and 
technologies. Over $6 billion is spent 
each year on research by businesses 
across the State. 

The city’s leading universities - including 
the University of Sydney, University of 
NSW, University of Technology Sydney, 
Macquarie University and the University 
of Western Sydney - undertake cutting 
edge research across engineering, ICT, 
science and biotechnology, renewable 
energy, architecture and design, climate 
change, complementary medicine, and 
social science.

Sydney and NSW is home to eight 
medical research hubs, 14 major 
teaching hospitals, as well as several 
research institutes, eight Cooperative 
Research Centres (CRCs), Centres of 
Clinical Research Excellence and a range 
of science research organisations.

VISITOR ECONOMY CREATIVE INDUSTRIES RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

WORKING IN SYDNEY
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Finding work
Once you have determined which industries are based in Sydney and the 
kinds of skills employers are looking for, your next step is to find out who’s 
hiring. There’s a good chance you will approach this in the same way you 
would in your home country.

Australian job search websites such as mycareer.com.au, careerone.
com.au and seek.com.au give an idea of what jobs are available in each 
field, salaries, and the criteria that need to be met. Sydney’s general and 
specialist recruitment firms are also available online - simply enter the term 
‘employment in Sydney’ into your search engine.

Salaries vary by industry, location, skills and experience. 

Where you might work
The nature of your profession has the potential to influence where you might 
work, as over time, certain industries have clustered together across Sydney. 
This could impact where you decide to live. The map on the following page 
shows the locations of the main concentrations of jobs and businesses in 
Sydney.

Business activity occurs throughout Sydney’s metropolitan area. One of 
the most important areas for jobs is the Central Business District (CBD) 
just south of the Harbour Bridge. Strong employment clusters are also 
found around major business centres such as North Sydney, Parramatta 
and Macquarie Park, or in designated business and industrial parks such as 
Norwest.

Sydney’s financial, legal and consulting industries are clustered to the 
northern end of the CBD. The CBD also has a strong visitor (tourism and 
events) and retail focus.

To the south of the CBD lies a major concentration of education and research 
institutions, as well as creative and digital economy industries in the area 
stretching from Pyrmont to Moore Park.

To the CBD’s north, professional, scientific and technical services and ICT 
businesses are located in a broad arc that extends from the CBD and North 
Sydney to Chatswood, Macquarie Park and Norwest Business Park.  

Macquarie Park and its surrounding areas also host Sydney’s advanced 
pharmaceutical and biomedical device industries. Other significant health and 
medical centres are clustered around Camperdown, Darlinghurst, Westmead 
and St Leonards, with connections to major hospitals.

West of the CBD sits Parramatta, at the heart of Western Sydney. Western 
Sydney’s strengths in the manufacturing, wholesale trade, and transport and 
logistics sectors are supported by Parramatta’s many industries and NSW 
Government departments. 

WORKING IN SYDNEY
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How much you can earn
In a UBS comparison of city prices and salaries in 2012, Sydney was found to 
have the fifth highest net wages in the world – nearly on par with New York, 
and well ahead of London and most other Asia-Pacific cities. The median 
income for a household with two incomes and children is AUD$2,537 per 
week

How far your dollar might go
Sydney is an outstanding global city, with an exceptionally high quality of life, 
as evidenced by high rankings across a number of global city indexes.

Due to a strong Australian dollar, Sydney entered the list of top 10 most 
expensive cities in the world for the first time in 2013. However, with Sydney 
enjoying some of the highest wages in the world you’ll find as a resident that 
goods and services are relatively more affordable.

A UBS report into the varying costs of standard commodities and earning 
potential found Sydney to be more affordable than Tokyo, New York and 
London. Sydneysiders have the second highest domestic purchasing power of 
all cities considered in the survey.

The table on the following page estimates how long a person typically has 
to work to earn enough to pay for certain common products based on local 
salaries.  For example, in Sydney UBS estimates it will take 12 minutes to 
earn enough to afford a Big Mac, compared to 10 minutes in Hong Kong and 
16 minutes in London.

FIND OUT MORE

For an idea of cost of everyday living in your country’s currency visit 
www.ozforex.com.au and supermarket websites such as www.woolworths.
com.au or www.coles.com.au 

 
CITY

1 BIG 
MAC IN 

MINUTES

1KG OF 
BREAD IN 
MINUTES

1KG 
RICE IN 

MINUTES

1 IPHONE 
4S 16BG IN 

HOURS

Sydney 12 9 6 32.5

Hong Kong 10 24 10 53.0

New York 10 13 6 27.5

London 16 7 13 42.5

Chicago 11 16 9 32.0

Tokyo 9 15 15 35.0

Source: UBS Prices and Incomes Survey, table p 11

WORKING IN SYDNEY
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Making the move  
to Sydney

MAKING THE MOVE TO SYDNEY
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This section of the guide details all the logistics you need to know 
either to cement your decision to move or to start planning for 
your arrival in Sydney.

Where to live
One of the most important decisions to make when moving is 
deciding where to live in Sydney. 

You might choose to live in an apartment block in a bustling 
neighbourhood, an art-deco building just minutes to the beach, 
or a larger house that backs onto bushland and walking tracks. 
Factors to consider when making this decision include your 
budget, the size of home you need, how long you’re prepared to 
commute to work, and the kind of life you want to enjoy outside 
of work.

With over 500 suburbs that each have their own personality, 
quirks, attractions and benefits, Sydney offers a variety of 
lifestyle opportunities and living experiences.

As a dynamic global city with many residents born overseas, 
Sydney is filled with pockets of culture where new arrivals share 
and celebrate their heritage. Most people moving to Sydney 
from overseas are British, Chinese, Indian or New Zealanders, 
though Sydney is home to new arrivals from all over the world.

Sydney’s multicultural community provides an instant support 
and social network for anyone new to the city - no matter where 
you come from.

DID YOU KNOW?

•	 Sydney is consistently ranked in the global top 10 for quality of life

•	 It is consistently ranked as a leading travel destination by the 
world’s major travel publications

•	 More people live in Sydney than San Francisco, Ireland or New 
Zealand.

•	 Sydney covers 12, 368km2, which is bigger than Singapore, London 
and Hong Kong

MAKING THE MOVE TO SYDNEY
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A guide to Sydney’s regions

NORTHERN BEACHES

IN A FEW WORDS Plenty of sun, surf and villages, family-friendly, 
and a diverse mix of housing. 

POPULATION 283,127 (2012)

HOUSEHOLD 
STRUCTURE

35% of households are couples with children. 
Higher proportion of single person households 
relative to Sydney average.

INCOME 
CHARACTERISTICS

Overall, 33.3% of households earned a 
high income, and 13.4% were low income 
households, compared with 23.6% and 18.3% 
respectively for Greater Sydney.

KEY MIGRANT 
GROUPS

British, New Zealanders, South African

HOUSING TYPES Largely detached housing, many with water 
views. Apartments and townhouses located 
within centres or within walking distance of 
beaches. Manly and Dee Why have higher 
population densities than other suburbs within 
the region.

MAJOR SHOPPING Manly, Warriewood and Brookvale 

WHAT TO DO? Explore, soak up and surf the endless ocean 
beaches, escape the city but remain in viewing 
distance at Sydney Harbour National Park, 
enjoy kayaking or take a jog around Lake 
Narrabeen or have a great night out in Manly 
with its seafood restaurants, hip bars and 
welcoming pubs.

KEY TRAVEL TIMES 
BY CAR Dee Why › Sydney CBD – 45 min 

Dee Why › Macquarie Park – 50 min 
Dee Why › Parramatta – 70 min

KEY TRAVEL 
TIMES BY PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT 

Dee Why › Sydney CBD – 55 min (bus) 
Dee Why › Macquarie Park – 70 min (bus) 
Dee Why › Parramatta – 95 min (bus/train)

COUNCILS Manly, Pittwater and Warringah. 

MAKING THE MOVE TO SYDNEY
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HILLS DISTRICT

IN A FEW WORDS A growing family-friendly suburban region, 
rural and residential in nature. 

POPULATION 180,094 (2012)

HOUSEHOLD 
STRUCTURE

Significant number of couples with children 
(51% of households), and couples without 
children (25%). Lower amount of single 
person and group/share homes relative to the 
Sydney average. 

INCOME 
CHARACTERISTICS

A larger proportion of high income 
households (those earning $2,500 per week 
or more) and a lower proportion of low 
income households (those earning less than 
$600 per week).

KEY MIGRANT 
GROUPS

British, Chinese, Indian, Hong Kong and 
Korean

HOUSING TYPES Predominantly detached housing on large 
blocks of land. Larger executive-style homes 
in Glenhaven, Castle Hill and West Pennant 
Hills. Rural lifestyle properties in Dural and 
Kenthurst, and newer (but smaller) homes 
can be found at places such as Rouse Hill and 
Kellyville. 

WHAT TO DO? Explore the recreational offerings of the 
Hawkesbury River, or experience the 
tranquillity of native bushland at Berowra 
Valley Regional Park. Country-style villages 
of Dural, Glenorie and Kenthurst provide the 
perfect escape from the hustle and bustle of 
city life, with markets, cafes and fresh local 
produce.

MAJOR SHOPPING Castle Hill and Rouse Hill

TRAVEL TIME - CAR Castle Hill › Sydney CBD – 50 min 
Castle Hill › Macquarie Park – 30 min, 
Castle Hill › Parramatta – 35 min

TRAVEL TIME – PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT Castle Hill › Sydney CBD – 65 min 

Castle Hill › Macquarie Park – 50 min  
Castle Hill › Parramatta – 60 min

COUNCILS Hills Shire, and parts of Blacktown, 
Hawkesbury and Hornsby.

MAKING THE MOVE TO SYDNEY
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WESTERN SYDNEY

IN A FEW WORDS A growing, culturally diverse, affordable and 
family-friendly region.

POPULATION 1, 852,000 (2012). 

HOUSEHOLD 
STRUCTURE

Couples with children (40.3%), couples 
without children (19.8%), single person 
households (18%).

INCOME 
CHARACTERISTICS

Varies substantially by suburb – generally a 
lower proportion of persons earning a high 
income (those earning $1,500 per week or 
more) and a higher proportion of low income 
persons (those earning less than $400 per 
week). 

KEY MIGRANT 
GROUPS

Varies substantially across the region. 
Noticeable concentrations of Vietnamese in 
Fairfield/Cabramatta, Indians in Parramatta/
Harris Park and Lebanese in Bankstown. 
Many British and New Zealander migrants 
live in South Western Sydney. 

HOUSING TYPES Diverse range of housing available – 
increasing numbers of apartments at key 
town centres. Densities decrease away from 
railway stations. Major new housing estates 
located south west of Liverpool and north 
of Camden at Oran Park provide modern 
options, whilst rural lifestyle properties in 
Hawkesbury, Penrith and Camden districts 
are often on blocks of land over five acres. 

WHAT TO DO? Enjoy the variety of recreational, sporting and 
entertainment options of the Sydney Olympic 
Park or take the kids for a picnic at the Western 
Sydney Parklands, Mt Annan Botanic Garden 
or by the banks of the Nepean River. Historic 
towns of Camden, Richmond and Windsor 
provide an interesting escape from city life, 
with local art galleries, quaint cafes and village 
markets, whilst food from all corners of the 
world can be savoured at the cultural quarters of 
Cabramatta, Lakemba, Auburn and Harris Park. 

SHOPPING Parramatta, Penrith, Liverpool, Macarthur and 
Bankstown.

TRAVEL TIME - CAR Liverpool › Sydney CBD – 50 min 
Liverpool › Macquarie Park – 60 min 
Liverpool › Parramatta 40 min.

Blacktown › Sydney CBD – 50 min,  
Blacktown › Macquarie Park – 40 min and 
Blacktown › Parramatta – 30 min

TRAVEL TIME – PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT 

Liverpool › Sydney CBD – 65 min 
Liverpool › Macquarie Park – 75 min 
Liverpool › Parramatta – 30 min.

Blacktown › Sydney CBD – 50 min 
Blacktown › Macquarie Park – 70 min 
Blacktown › Parramatta – 10 min.

COUNCILS Auburn, Bankstown, Blacktown, Camden, 
Campbelltown, Fairfield, Hawkesbury, Holroyd, 
Liverpool, Parramatta, Penrith. 

MAKING THE MOVE TO SYDNEY
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NORTH SHORE AND NORTHERN SUBURBS

IN A FEW WORDS Leafy and established area with a mixture of 
major and village-like centres. Strong family 
focus and region provides good access to 
harbour and city. 

POPULATION 610,000 (2012)

HOUSEHOLD 
STRUCTURES

Strong family focus – many couples with 
children. Inner suburbs, such as North 
Sydney, Waverton and Kirribilli have more 
single person households due to higher 
amounts of apartments.  

INCOME 
CHARACTERISTICS

Households in this region earn higher 
incomes than the rest of Sydney. In 
particular, incomes are high along the North 
Shore Railway Line and in suburbs which are 
close to the harbour, such as Hunters Hill 
and Lane Cove. 

KEY MIGRANT 
GROUPS

British, Chinese, Hong Kong, Korean, and 
Indian 

HOUSING TYPES Large, older, detached homes located in 
established suburbs follow railway lines, 
whilst denser housing such as terrace 
houses dominates suburbs closer to the 
CBD. Mixtures of newer and older-style 
apartments are located at accessible 
locations such as Waverton, St Leonards and 
Top Ryde.

WHAT TO DO? Harbour walks and parkland can be enjoyed 
at suburbs such as Waverton, Mosman 
and Gladesville. Urban villages of Kirribilli, 
Putney, Wahroonga, Beecroft and Hunters 
Hill provide a great lifestyle setting, whilst 
the cultural quarters of Eastwood and 
Chatswood provide sumptuous Asian food 
offerings. Taronga Zoo at Mosman and idyllic 
Balmoral Beach complete with its own 
beachside promenade are perfect outings on 
a summer day. 

SHOPPING Chatswood, Macquarie Park, Top Ryde.

TRAVEL TIME - CAR Chatswood › Sydney CBD – 25 min, 
Chatswood › Macquarie Park – 30 min, 
Chatswood › Parramatta – 50 min.

TRAVEL TIME – PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT Chatswood › Sydney CBD – 30 min, 

Chatswood › Macquarie Park – 10 min, 
Chatswood › Parramatta – 60 min.

COUNCILS Hornsby, Hunters Hill, Ku-ring-gai, Lane 
Cove, Mosman, North Sydney, Ryde and 
Willoughby.

MAKING THE MOVE TO SYDNEY
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INNER WEST

IN A FEW WORDS Trendy, bohemian and artistic – old areas 
renewed, a younger population, living in 
apartments or terrace homes. Great coffee, 
cheap eats. Fun. 

POPULATION 380,000 (2012) 

HOUSEHOLD 
STRUCTURE

Substantial variation in household type – 
suburbs closer to the city such as Newtown, and 
Balmain are full of young professionals, often 
without children (but this is changing).  Further 
west, suburbs such as Summer Hill, Ashfield, 
Burwood and Strathfield have many families. 

INCOME 
CHARACTERISTICS

Quite diverse throughout the region, but are 
increasingly above the Sydney average, due 
to high land values and changing workforce. 
Pockets of public housing exist in places such as 
Glebe.

HOUSING TYPES A very dense population relative to the rest 
of Sydney – with many terrace houses, 
townhouses and apartments. Detached 
dwellings are substantially more expensive. The 
density of the population means roads can be 
congested, especially on weekends, and as such 
many choose to cycle or walk instead. New 
apartments are being built in neighbourhoods 
such as Green Square, Waterloo and Alexandria, 
and provide good amenities, such as gyms and 
swimming pools. Further west, the suburb of 
Rhodes also provides modern apartments near 
the river.

KEY MIGRANT 
GROUPS

Inner suburbs such as Newtown, Alexandria 
have concentrations of British, New Zealanders 
and Americans, whilst suburbs such as Burwood, 
Rhodes and Ashfield have a stronger Chinese 
focus.

WHAT TO DO? Enjoy the urban villages and atmosphere of 
Newtown, Marrickville, Glebe, Leichhardt or 
historic harbour side Balmain. Meander your 
way around the waters edge on one of the 
many harbour walks, such as the Bay Run or 
Blackwattle Bay, or ride down the Bourke St 
cycle path and enjoy a coffee and some vintage 
shopping in hip-and happening Redfern. 
Leichhardt and Haberfield offer Italian food 
equal to Italy, whilst King St in Newtown has 
an endless variety of food and drink options to 
satisfy your cravings, 24/7. 

SHOPPING Rhodes, Burwood and Glebe (Broadway) as well 
as Newtown and Balmain.

TRAVEL TIME - CAR Ashfield › Sydney CBD – 30 min 
Ashfield › Macquarie Park – 45 min 
Ashfield › Parramatta -  30 min.

TRAVEL TIME – PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT 

Ashfield › Sydney CBD – 25 min 
Ashfield › Macquarie Park – 40 min 
Ashfield › Parramatta -  35 min.

COUNCILS Marrickville, Leichhardt, Sydney, Canada Bay, 
Ashfield, Burwood, Strathfield
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EASTERN SUBURBS

IN A FEW WORDS Affluent, glamorous harbourside and beachside 
suburbs in close proximity to the CBD and 
airport. Vibrant centres buzz on the weekends 
with visitors and local alike. 

POPULATION 300,000 (2012)

HOUSEHOLD 
STRUCTURE

Varies by neighbourhood – suburbs such as 
Potts Point, Bondi and Paddington have more 
couples without children, single person and 
shared households relative to the Sydney 
average, whilst families are more common in 
suburbs such as Rose Bay or Randwick.

INCOME 
CHARACTERISTICS

Substantial variation due to mixture of housing 
types and proximity to beaches or harbour. 
Suburbs such as Darling Point and Point Piper 
are home to some of the wealthiest people 
in Australia. Maroubra and Randwick are still 
expensive but more affordable.

HOUSING TYPES Suburbs immediately east of the CBD – such 
as Potts Point and Edgecliff are the densest in 
Australia, offering a Manhattan-like style of 
living. Bondi and Paddington are also dense, 
with many terrace homes and older three to 
five-storey apartments being common. Towards 
the south, in the direction of Randwick and 
Maroubra, more detached homes are available 
on larger blocks of land. The Eastern Suburbs 
contains some of the most expensive real estate 
in Australia, particularly in areas close to the 
harbour or beach.

KEY MIGRANT 
GROUPS

British, New Zealanders, Americans, South 
African and Chinese. Stronger concentrations 
of British and American people in suburbs 
immediately east of CBD and around Bondi 
and Bronte. Stronger concentration of Asian 
migrants (often students) around Randwick, 
Kensington and Maroubra, near the University 
of NSW.

WHAT TO DO? Wake up and enjoy the beautiful coastal walks 
which extend from Maroubra through to Bondi. 
Power through a surf or swim at Bronte, Bondi, 
and Coogee or Maroubra beaches followed 
by breakfast at one of many beachside cafes. 
Escape the city and chill out at Centennial 
Park alongside horses, birdlife and cyclists, and 
catch a live show or watch a football game or 
the cricket at Moore Park.  Suburbs such as 
Bondi, Paddington, Clovelly and Rose Bay offer 
village-like atmosphere with great amenities and 
interesting boutiques. 

SHOPPING Bondi Junction, Darlinghurst, Paddington, 
Randwick, Eastgardens, Maroubra. 

TRAVEL TIME - CAR Bondi › Sydney CBD – 30 min 
Bondi › Macquarie Park – 40 min 
Bondi › Parramatta -  70 min.

TRAVEL TIME – PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT 

Bondi › Sydney CBD – 40 min 
Bondi › Macquarie Park – 70min 
Bondi › Parramatta -  70 min.

COUNCILS Sydney, Woollahra, Waverley, Botany and 
Randwick. 
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ST GEORGE AND THE SHIRE

IN A FEW WORDS Denser suburbs to the north of this region give 
way to beaches, bays, rivers and the bushland of 
the Sutherland Shire. 

POPULATION 470,000 (2012)

HOUSEHOLD 
STRUCTURE

The region is home to many couples with 
children. Single people tend to live in larger 
town centres where there are apartments, such 
as Cronulla, Caringbah, Rockdale or Hurstville.    

INCOME 
CHARACTERISTICS

Incomes vary across the region due to a variety 
of factors. In southern parts around Sutherland 
Shire, Mortdale and Oatley, residents tend to 
earn higher incomes whilst to the north of the 
region, residents in places such as Rockdale 
and Kogarah earn incomes below the Sydney 
average.

KEY MIGRANT 
GROUPS

Migrant groups vary substantially across the 
region. Northern suburbs, such as Rockdale, 
Kogarah and Hurstville are more multicultural 
than southern regions. Large numbers of 
Chinese, Nepalese, Greek and Indian people live 
across northern parts of the region, whilst in the 
south, the Sutherland Shire is home to a larger 
than average British expat population.

HOUSING TYPES Suburbs closer to the city, such as Rockdale, 
Kogarah and Hurstville are denser, with 
apartments and townhouses or detached 
dwellings on smaller blocks of land. Further 
south, beyond Hurstville, larger, detached 
dwellings dominate, often on blocks with bush 
or water views. In such areas, a car is often 
required to get around.  Large, executive style 
homes can be found at Sylvania Waters and 
Kangaroo Point on the Georges River. 

WHAT TO DO? This region is all about enjoying the great 
outdoors, with great beaches and waterways 
that are perfect for swimming, fishing and 
boating.  Botany Bay is a playground for 
windsurfers, whilst cyclists can enjoy a lengthy 
cycle path that extends from the airport to 
Sans Souci. Focal points of the region include 
Rockdale, Hurstville and Brighton-Le-Sands, 
whilst further south, Cronulla provides great 
amenities, shops, cafes and local nightlife. The 
Royal National Park is on the region’s doorstep, 
providing a perfect escape. 

SHOPPING Rockdale, Hurstville, Miranda and Cronulla

TRAVEL TIME - CAR Hurstville › Sydney CBD – 45 min 
Hurstville › Macquarie Park – 55 min 
Hurstville › Parramatta -  50 min.

TRAVEL TIME – PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT 

Hurstville › Sydney CBD – 35 min 
Hurstville › Macquarie Park – 65 min 
Hurstville › Parramatta -  50 min.

COUNCILS Rockdale, Kogarah, Hurstville, Sutherland
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Finding your new home
Finding the perfect place to settle in Sydney may take a while. If you are 
scheduled to arrive in Sydney soon and have not yet secured a place, visit the 
following websites for short-term accommodation options:

•	 www.sydney.com/accommodation
•	 www.gumtree.com.au 
•	 www.airbnb.com
•	 www.realestate.com.au
•	 www.stayz.com.au/accommodation/nsw

WHERE TO START 

It is best to visit Sydney before you move here to get a feel for the city and 
its neighbourhoods. Taking the time to find the right home and suburb for you 
is important, as this will shape your experience of life in Sydney. 

If visiting first is not possible, here are some tips for getting an idea about 
Sydney and its different suburbs:

•	 purchase a guidebook for Sydney – while these are aimed at short-
term visitors, they provide an overall feel for the city

•	 look online at open source websites such as Wiki travel  
(www.wikitravel.org/en/Sydney)

•	 search local council websites or follow a number of councils on social 
media

•	 explore neighbourhoods and streets on Google Street View.

GET TO KNOW SYDNEY LIKE A SYDNEYSIDER

A number of websites tell locals about the latest bars, restaurants, events, 
exhibitions and shopping. You can subscribe to receive regular newsletters 
or follow them on social media:

•	 www.broadsheet.com.au/sydney
•	 www.agendacity.com/sydney 
•	 www.dailyaddict.com.au/?location=sydney
•	 www.thethousands.com.au/sydney 
•	 www.secretfoodies.com.au 
•	 www.au.timeout.com/sydney 
•	 www.fasterlouder.com.au/gigguide/sydney
•	 www.citysearch.com.au/?city=Sydney
•	 www.premier.ticketek.com.au 

SYDNEY REAL ESTATE

Sydney has quite distinct real estate markets, with varying types of housing and 
prices. You can either visit real estate websites online or contact a real estate 
agent direct. Some real estate agents specialise in finding homes for buyers.

Some useful sites are: 

•	 www.realestate.com.au allows you to key in a suburb and search for a 
house in the price range you can afford 

•	 www.domain.com.au provides comprehensive listings of rental 
properties and houses and apartments for sale across NSW 

•	 www.homepriceguide.com.au gives the average prices for suburbs 
and towns as well as a breakdown of a suburb’s population, public 
transport, demographics and more.
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Real estate prices in Sydney can vary dramatically, particularly from east to 
west. Houses in waterside suburbs such as Mosman and Vaucluse can be ten 
times more expensive than similar houses in the outer suburbs. An indication 
of the cost of renting or buying a property is given by the median rent and 
sales prices below:

TABLE 1. MEDIAN RENTS AND SALES - ALL 
DWELLING

INNER 
RING

MIDDLE 
RING

OUTER 
RING

GREATER 
SYDNEY

NSW

Rent (AUD$/wk)
Mar QTR 2013 $560 $465 $400 $460 $400

Qtly change 0.0% 1.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Ann. change 1.8% 3.3% 2.6% 2.2% 3.9%

Sales (AUD$’000s) 
Dec Qtr 2012 $720 $617 $452 $555 $460
Qtly change 5.9% 9.8% 5.0% 7.9% 8.2%
Ann. change 12.0% 21.0% 9.4% 15.6% 10.6%

THE INNER RING INCLUDES: Ashfield, Botany, Lane Cove, Leichhardt, Marrickville, 
Mosman, North Sydney, Randwick, South Sydney, Sydney City, Waverley  
and Woollahra LGAs. 

THE MIDDLE RING INCLUDES: Auburn, Bankstown, Burwood, Canterbury, Concord 
and Drummoyne (now Canada Bay), Hunters Hill, Hurstville, Kogarah, Ku-ring-gai, 
Manly, Parramatta, Rockdale, Ryde, Strathfield and Willoughby LGAs. 

THE OUTER RING INCLUDES: Hills Shire, Blacktown, Blue Mountains, Camden, 
Campbelltown, Fairfield, Gosford, Hawkesbury, Holroyd, Hornsby, Liverpool, Penrith, 
Pittwater, Sutherland, Warringah, Wollondilly and Wyong LGAs.

THE NSW DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING’S QUARTERLY RENT 
AND SALES REPORTS DETAIL MEDIAN AND AVERAGE 

PROPERTY PRICES AND RENTAL COSTS:

www.housing.nsw.gov.au

The table below compares the average monthly costs (in USD) in various 
global cities for an unfurnished, three bedroom apartment with a kitchen, 
bathroom and garage near the city centre, including all ancillary costs.

CITY EXPENSIVE MEDIUM CHEAP

SYDNEY $2,820 $2,180 $1,400

HONG KONG $11,970 $4,220 $2,090

NEW YORK $10,310 $4,300 $1,970

LONDON $5,400 $3,260 $2,010

CHICAGO $3,300 $2,210 $1,100

TOKYO $5,010 $2,490 $1,190

Source: UBS Prices and Incomes Survey 2012 p 19
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RENTING 

Rental properties are listed on the real estate websites mentioned earlier. You 
may be required to show proof of income and rental history prior to securing 
a lease. 

Real estate agents usually ask for a rental bond as a form of security – this is 
lodged with the Rental Bond Board, a government institution.

The rental vacancy rate in Sydney is very low so be prepared for a competitive 
market when searching for a place to live. It is sensible to bring proof of 
income and rental history documents to rental inspections.

FIND OUT MORE

•	 www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au to learn all about renting in NSW

•	 http://www.resaust.com.au or http://www.exec-relocations.com.au 
to use a relocation consultant.

BRINGING A PET TO LIVE WITH YOU

Australia is geographically isolated and its unique ecosystem of biodiversity 
can be vulnerable to outside influences. As a result there is a stringent 
process involved in organising travel for pets. This involves lodging a permit, 
and (often, but not always) quarantining your pet once you arrive.

Visit the Commonwealth’s Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry website for more information: www.daff.gov.au/biosecurity/cat-dogs
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Your life in  
Sydney
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CAN YOU PICTURE YOURSELF LIVING AND WORKING IN 
SYDNEY?

EXPAT PROFILE: Michelle Handforth, 
General Manager – Customers 
& Stakeholders at Harbour City 
Ferries

TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF

I have over 20 years of international experience in the Leisure & Transport 
sectors in the UK, Europe, USA, India and Asia.  I decided to come to Sydney 
as a result of my current company Transdev Australasia being awarded the 
contract to run Sydney Ferries by the NSW Government in May 2012. My 
decision to come to Sydney with my husband for three years was a lifestyle 
decision primarily, coupled with the desire to work in the Australasian market, 
which I have not experienced before.  

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR ROUTINE ON A TYPICAL 
WEEKDAY?

Mornings begin for me at 6am with breakfast with my husband. I like to 
take my dog for a walk near the beach and then it’s time to head to work. 
My commute is easy and very beautiful as I travel on the harbour every day, 
catching the Manly ferry into Circular Quay in the city centre.

My working days are typically filled with meetings. I am part of an 
international team, comprised of people here from all over the world, with 
very diverse business backgrounds and technical specialism in the  
maritime sector.  

The people I have met at work in Sydney have been fantastic, interesting, 
warm and keen to share ideas and experiences. In addition to my immediate 
colleagues, I also network extensively with organisations such as the Tourism 
and Transport Forum, the Committee for Sydney and Business Events 
Sydney.

Sydneysiders focus on having a healthy lifestyle, but I have both seen 
and experienced a long working hours culture. My employer is however 
flexible with working hours, which is useful if you have children or other 
commitments. 

WHAT’S SYDNEY LIFE LIKE OUTSIDE OF WORK?

At weekends there are so many things to do to relax and unwind! I love going 
out with my husband for walks and drinks, to a movie, the theatre, a concert, 
or a barbeque with friends.  In the summer we go to the beach in the evenings 
which is great.

We also love going to the Opera House and to festivals such as the Sydney 
Festival, held every January and VIVID in June.

There is fantastic food is available wherever you go in Sydney, in the malls, the 
city centre, or by the beach. The food is good quality, very varied, and caters 
for a wide range of tastes. Sydney also has the best choice and quality of 
coffee in the world, with a fantastic coffee culture.

DO YOU EXPLORE AREAS OUTSIDE OF SYDNEY? 

We often go away for short breaks, to places such as the Blue Mountains 
and the Central Coast. We love the Hunter Valley, it’s one of our favourite 
weekend getaways.
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The standard of living in Sydney is similar to the United Kingdom, Europe 
and North America. Australia and the United Kingdom share similar legal 
systems, education systems and business cultures. The Australian approach to 
working, socialising and entertaining is also similar. 

Australian culture is very laid back – we like to work hard during the week and 
reward ourselves with active weekends that make full use of our climate. 

Sydney’s cultural diversity has produced a society that is creative, open and 
friendly. It offers a secure environment for families and is a great place to 
raise your children, with excellent infrastructure in health care, education, 
transport and telecommunications.

With a democratic political system, Australian traditions of religious 
tolerance, cultural diversity and freedom of speech and association are deeply 
entrenched. 

These factors are a major attraction for many international people who 
choose Sydney and NSW as a long-term base for their career and family life.

This section of the guide includes everything you need to know once you 
settle into life in Sydney.

Entertainment, food and wine
Many websites or online searches can provide you with the details for making 
bookings and buying tickets to be part of Sydney’s active cultural life. To get 
the most up to date information on what’s happening in Sydney, use some of 
the links from the ‘Get to know Sydney like a Sydneysider’ section on page 
xx.

You will also find information on events, performances, movies and concerts 
in the city’s daily papers.

OUR FESTIVAL CITY

The table below gives you a taste of what’s happening here throughout the 
year. For a full schedule, visit: www.sydney.com

JANUARY Sydney Festival – a vibrant array of performances, events, 
and artists in venues and free concerts throughout Sydney. 

FEBRUARY Chinese New Year Festival – the biggest celebration of the 
Lunar New Year outside Asia. 

MARCH 

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade – the biggest 
event of its kind in the world.
Sydney Racing Carnival: including Golden Slipper – the 
world’s richest event for two year-old thoroughbreds. 
Biennale of Sydney – a three-month celebration of arts and 
culture, next due to be held from March to June 2014. 

APRIL 

The Royal Sydney Easter Show – a fun filled family event 
with carnival rides, agricultural shows, petting zoos and much 
more.   
Sydney Racing Carnival
Sydney Comedy Festival 
Biennale of Sydney

MAY 

Vivid Sydney – a celebration of innovation in creative 
industries, transforming Sydney into a canvas of light, music 
and ideas. 
Sydney Writers’ Festival - Australia’s finest literary 
celebration.
Biennale of Sydney

JUNE 

Vivid Sydney
Sydney Film Festival 
Biennale of Sydney

JULY 
Australian International Music Festival 
The Rocks Aroma Festival – a mouth-watering celebration of 
coffee, chocolate, tea and spice. 
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AUGUST 

City2Surf Race – the world’s largest fun run, with 85,000 
registered participants 
Sydney Design - inspiring exhibitions, workshops, talks, 
installations and tours

SEPTEMBER 

Art & About Sydney – experience Sydney through art in 
unusual places 
Sydney Running Festival
National Rugby League (NRL) and Australian Football 
League finals series
Sydney Fringe Festival - an independent festival for the visual 
and performing arts.

OCTOBER 

NRL Grand Final 
Crave Sydney International Food Festival 
Sculptures By the Sea –the world’s largest annual free-to-
the-public outdoor sculpture exhibition 
Parramasala – a celebration of  the cultures of South Asia 
and Parramatta’s many diverse communities

NOVEMBER 
Emirates Australian Open Golf Championship 
Corroboree – Australia’s largest Indigenous Festival

DECEMBER 

Tropfest – the world’s largest short film festival 
Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 
New Year’s Eve Celebrations – join more than a million 
people around Sydney Harbour to welcome the New Year. 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

As a dynamic cultural centre, Sydney’s year-round program of world-class 
performances is delivered by outstanding local talent, including:

•	 Opera Australia www.opera-australia.org.au 

•	 The Australian Ballet www.australianballet.com.au 

•	 Sydney Dance Company www.sydneydancecompany.com 

•	 Sydney Theatre Company www.sydneytheatre.com.au 

•	 Sydney Symphony Orchestra www.sydneysymphony.com 

•	 Musica Viva www.musicaviva.com.au 

•	 Bangarra Dance Theatre www.bangarra.com.au
•	 Australian Brandenburg Orchestra www.brandenburg.com.au 

•	 Australian Chamber Orchestra www.aco.com.au 

•	 Bell Shakespeare www.bellshakespeare.com.au 

•	 Belvoir www.belvoir.com.au 
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These are supported by a range of world-class performing and exhibition 
venues such as:

•	 Sydney Opera House www.sydneyoperahouse.com
•	 Angel Place Recital Hall www.cityrecitalhall.com 

•	 Art Gallery of NSW www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au 

•	 Museum of Contemporary Art www.mca.com.au 

•	 Powerhouse Museum www.powerhousemuseum.com 

•	 Australian Museum www.australianmuseum.net.au 

•	 Carriageworks www.carriageworks.com.au 

•	 Seymour Centre www.seymourcentre.com  

•	 Theatre Royal www.theatreroyal.net.au  

•	 Capitol Theatre www.capitoltheatre.com.au 

•	 Sydney Living Museums www.sydneylivingmuseums.com.au 

DINING OUT

Australian chefs are in demand in the top restaurants of London and New 
York, reflecting the sophistication and diversity of our food culture. Sydney is 
a centre for contemporary cuisine that offers an eclectic blend of the world’s 
finest food created with the freshest ingredients. With Sydney in easy reach 
of a range of fresh farm, viticulture and ocean produce, many restaurants 
feature locally sourced ingredients and wines.

You’ll also enjoy an abundance of chic cafes and warm local eateries across 
Sydney and NSW. Most town centres have Thai, Indian, Italian and Chinese 
eateries and you’ll usually find somewhere that offers fresh seafood.
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SYDNEY – AUSTRALIA’S FOOD CAPITAL

Sydney’s dining hotspots include:

•	 CBD: Full of Modern Australian and Asian cuisines. Chinatown 
hosts authentic food from China, Malaysia, Japan, Taiwan and 
much more.

•	 Inner West: Sample the best Thai food outside Thailand on 
Newtown’s King Street, multicultural dining in Glebe, and 
Sydney’s Little Italy in Haberfield and Leichhardt.

•	 Western Sydney: A smorgasbord of cultures, try Church Street 
in Parramatta, flavoursome Indian in Harris Park, and authentic 
Middle Eastern treats in Lakemba, Auburn and Greenacre.

•	 Eastern Suburbs: Enjoy stylish eateries in Potts Point, Surry Hills 
and Darlinghurst, and beachside cafes offering mouth-watering 
Italian and Modern Australian menus.

•	 Northern Sydney: A variety of Modern Australian food with a 
twist and hole in the wall delis and cafes overlooking the urban 
beaches and harbour fronts. Enjoy a taste of Asia with an array 
from Chinese to Japanese food in Chatswood, Crows Nest and 
Neutral Bay.

THE SMALL BAR SCENE

Sydney’s small bar scene is rapidly expanding and has changed the city’s 
nightlife. Many are found in the inner-east areas of Surry Hills, Darlinghurst 
and Potts Point. The scene is constantly changing, so check out the earlier 
section ‘Get to know Sydney like a Sydneysider’ to find out all about the 
latest small bars. You can also visit http://www.sydney.com/things-to-do/ 
food-and-wine/small-bars for more information.
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SHOPPING

Sydney’s fashion scene has something for every kind of shopper, from luxe 
international brands in high street boutiques to up and coming designer 
pieces from weekend markets.

Sydney’s CBD is home to international brand names such as Gucci, Chanel, 
Prada, Miu Miu, Versace, Zara, Topshop and Tiffany & Co at Westfield 
Sydney, the Queen Victoria Building and the Strand Arcade. Louis Vuitton 
chose to establish its second Maison in the world on Sydney’s George Street. 

Australian brands are making waves on the global stage – you will find labels 
like Alex Perry, Sass & Bide, Camilla and Marc, Ellery, Zimmermann, Lover, 
Josh Gost and Dion Lee at Australia’s two largest department stores, Myer 
and David Jones. Many of these Australian designers also have boutiques 
at The Intersection, on the corner of Oxford Street and Glenmore Road 
in Paddington. The department stores sell the best of both local and 
international brands and are found in every major shopping centre.

Beyond the shopping malls, you can find more traditional ‘high-street’ 
shopping around inner Sydney. Here you will find many funky home grown 
boutiques and nearby markets in areas such as:

•	 Military Road, Mosman

•	 Crown Street, Surry Hills

•	 Darling Street, Balmain

•	 Queen Street, Woollahra.

Large stores such as Big W, Target and K Mart offer affordable and 
fashionable solutions and also stock homewares, electronics and essentials.

GROCERY SHOPPING

The main supermarket operators include Woolworths and Coles.

Additional operators enter the market in increasing numbers include Aldi, 
Costco and independent grocery stores. Local farmers markets are also held 
across Sydney and allow you to buy direct from the grower for a great price - 
check council websites for details.
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Sport and recreation
Australia is a nation with a deep affiliation for sport and Sydney offers the 
best choice for spectators and participants. 

Enjoying the legacy of the 2000 Sydney Olympics, Sydney hosts some of 
the nation’s most exciting matches and competitions such as the National 
Rugby League Grand Final, Cricket Tests, Rugby Union Tests, the Australian 
Open Golf Championships, the Sydney Racing Carnival and the Sydney to 
Hobart yacht race.

The biggest events are held at the Sydney Olympic Park, with others at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground and Sydney Football Stadium at Moore Park, North 
Sydney Oval, Parramatta Stadium and Blacktown Stadium.

Most major sporting events in Sydney are easy to get to on public transport, 
with most events including transport in your ticket.

You will also discover a strong network of clubs and corporate and recreational 
competitions that make it easy for you to take part in your favourite sport, no 
matter what age or level.

It is easy to live an active lifestyle in Sydney. You can cycle conveniently on a 
number of dedicated cycle paths, visit one of our 36 ocean beaches, swim in 
one of many Olympic-sized swimming pools or ocean pools, play golf, tennis 
or squash at any number of courses and centres around the city, or join a local 
sporting club. All football codes have amateur leagues that play on weekends. 
Most seasons run from February to September. The cricket season runs 
through the summer.

You can be either a participant or spectator in a range of sporting and 
recreational activities. 

Sports Activities 
AFL HOCKEY SOCCER  (FOOTBALL)

BADMINTON JUDO SWIMMING

BASEBALL MOTOR SPORTS SURFING

BASKETBALL NETBALL TABLE TENNIS

CRICKET ROWING TAEKWONDO

CYCLING RUGBY LEAGUE TENNIS

DRAGON BOAT RUGBY UNION VOLLEYBALL

GOLF RUNNING YACHTING

FIND OUT MORE

To find out information on how you can participate in the sport or 
recreational activity that interests you, contact the organising body – 
you’ll find links here:

•	 www.dsr.nsw.gov.au/gatewaytosport/index.asp 

•	 www.ausport.gov.au/participating
•	 Information on opportunities for people with a disability to 

access these activities is available at:  
www.dsr.nsw.gov.au/gatewaytosport/disabilitysport.asp 

YOUR LIFE IN SYDNEY

6059

http://www.dsr.nsw.gov.au/gatewaytosport/index.asp
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating
http://www.dsr.nsw.gov.au/gatewaytosport/disabilitysport.asp


THE GREAT OUTDOORS

NSW is a bushwalker’s paradise. The Sydney Bushwalkers website  
www.bushwalkers.org.au is a great starting point for discovering popular trails. 

Sydney offers a range of surf beaches, calm beaches and inlets, readily 
accessible by public transport. The water is warm enough to swim from 
September to May, and many beaches have protected ocean pools.

Sailing is also a popular and accessible Sydney sport. The Yachting Association 
of NSW website www.nsw.yachting.org.au has comprehensive information on 
relevant clubs and organisations, sailing events and weather updates.

It’s not just beaches you have access to from Sydney - the NSW Snowy 
Mountains, about a five hour drive from Sydney, offer skiing for three months 
of the year. Visit www.snowymountains.com.au for more information.
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Family life
Australia is a great place to raise kids, and Sydney offers the best of a global 
city with all the amenities and services needed for children. While many 
people move to Sydney for work opportunities, it is often the family-friendly 
environment for raising children that convinces them to stay long term.

This section of the guide details all you need to know about childcare, 
education and starting a family in Australia.

CHILDCARE

There are many childcare options to help support working parents in Sydney. 
These include long day-care, family day-care, in-home care, outside school 
hours care, and occasional care. The Australian Government’s My Child 
website contains comprehensive information to help you choose the best care 
for your child.

Pre-schools for children aged two to five are mostly privately-run and must be 
approved by the local council. Most suburbs also have a long day-care centre 
where babies and under-fives can stay from about 7.00 am to 6.00 pm. Local 
councils can provide lists of pre-schools and day-care centres in your area. 
Fees vary from area to area. Registration lists exists for most centres, so be 
sure to register as soon as possible.

VISIT THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT’S ONLINE PORTAL 
FOR PARENTS: 

www.raisingchildren.gov.au

Qualified nannies and babysitters are available via agencies, babysitter 
matching websites, or classified websites. With so many people on working 
holiday visas in Sydney, you may be able to find someone who speaks your 
language, or is from your cultural background. 

If you are considering bringing an au pair with you to Sydney, they must travel 
on a valid visa. 
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FIND OUT MORE

•	 www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/child-
care-rebate: find out if you are eligible for a rebate on your 
childcare fees

•	 www.mychild.gov.au: information about childcare, pre-school 
and kindergarten services 

•	 www.immi.gov.au/visawizard/ to find the right visa for your au 
pair

•	 www.bubhub.com.au/index.php and www.kidspot.com.au/: 
point you to the best age-appropriate playgrounds, beaches, 
restaurants and cafes right near your home

•	 www.au.timeout.com/sydney/kids and www.webchild.com.au/
sydneyschild : provide comprehensive activities and events 
suitable for children.

Education
Sydney has an excellent international reputation for high quality education 
and training. Schools across the city benefit from a well-established 
curriculum incorporating a variety of academic and creative subjects. 
Innovative teaching methods harness the use of digital classroom technology, 
providing children with a stimulating learning environment in which to thrive.

The city is also home to a number of leading universities and technical colleges 
that combine quality teaching, ground breaking research and career oriented 
training.

The school year runs from January to December, with four school terms. 
School holidays are held in April, July and September for around two to three 
weeks. Summer holidays are longer. 

NSW schools are in session Monday to Friday, generally from 9am to 3pm – 
however these times can vary for each school.

Broadly, education can be separated into:

•	 Pre-school for children under 5 (see previous section)

•	 Primary school for children aged 5 to 12

•	 High school 12 to 18 year olds

•	 Tertiary or vocational education for over 18s or early school leavers 
over 17.

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Children must turn five before July 31 in the year they start school (although 
private schools may have earlier cut off dates) and have to start school by their 
sixth birthday. Children start school in kindergarten and continue until Year 
Six, when they are 11 or 12 years old.
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VACCINATIONS

Some primary schools and pre-schools insist that children are 
vaccinated against childhood illnesses such as polio, smallpox, measles 
and diphtheria. You may need to show a vaccination certificate prior to 
admitting your child to school. Schools also usually ask to see your child’s 
birth certificate for proof of age.

HIGH SCHOOL

Students enter high school in Year Seven at age 11 or 12. Students can legally 
leave school at age 17. Most students attend local comprehensive high schools 
(government and non-government). There are opportunities to attend 
specialist or selective high schools for certain students.  

In their final year of high school (Year 12), students sit their Higher School 
Certificate. Results from these exams determine their Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank (ATAR) which enables them to apply for university study. 
Some non-government schools offer the International Baccalaureate as an 
alternative to the High School Certificate.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT SCHOOL

In the NSW Government school system, the school your child can attend 
depends on where you live. Government schools are free to Australian 
citizens and permanent residents, although you may be asked to pay 
voluntary school fees. Most parents pay school fees and pay for school 
excursions and special performances.  

Private schools (often referred to as independent or non-government 
schools) are competitively priced compared to similar schools overseas. 
In NSW, about 1,100 private schools cater for all age groups, with many 

affiliated with religious organisations. Fees range from about $2,000 to more 
than $20,000 a year. Many schools also provide boarding facilities.

FIND OUT MORE

•	 www.schools.nsw.edu.au/schoolfind/locator: helps you to find a 
government school in your area

•	 www.myschool.edu.au: profiles almost 9,500 Australian schools, 
with statistical and contextual information about schools in your 
community that can be compared with similar schools across the 
country.

•	 www.privateschoolsdirectory.com.au: search for private schools

•	 www.ibo.org/school/search: for information on authorised 
International Baccalaureate (IB) World Schools

SCHOOL ADMISSION AS A TEMPORARY RESIDENT

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND COMMUNITIES INTERNATIONAL 
WEBSITE INCLUDES EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT SCHOOLING 

IN SYDNEY FOR TEMPORARY RESIDENTS:

www.decinternational.nsw.edu.au 

To enrol in a government school, complete the Department of Education and 
Communities’ Application Form for an Authority to Enrol, available from 
the website above. This application form will only be processed when you are 
in Sydney with an established address. Enrolment cannot commence until 
this form is completed and an Authority to Enrol document is issued to your 
child’s local school.
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You will also need to complete the Application to Enrol in a NSW 
Government School form available from your local government school.  Your 
child’s school fees are determined by the type of temporary visa you hold. 
The latest information is available from the link below.

Admission to private (non-government) schools does not depend on where 
you live, so you may be able to apply to the school of your choice and 
begin your child’s enrolment process from overseas. Fees and enrolment 
procedures for non-residents in the private education sector vary from school 
to school.

Temporary residents are not eligible to enrol in Selective Secondary High 
Schools, the selective component of Comprehensive Secondary High 
Schools, Opportunity classes in Primary Schools and the Conservatorium 
Secondary High School.

FIND OUT MORE

•	 www.detinternational.nsw.edu.au/media-assets/trp/visa-
subclasses.pdf: find out if your visa is categorised as fee exempt

•	 www.detinternational.nsw.edu.au/media-assets/trp/fees.pdf: 
view applicable fees

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

Sydney is home to world-class universities, vocational institutions and 
research organisations. The tertiary education system offers a range of 
courses and degrees and provides internationally respected qualifications, 
high quality research and teaching, cultural diversity and a safe study 
environment.

Sydney’s universities are linked to leading global industry and research 

networks, enabling students to develop world-class talent, fully equipped 
with the knowledge and skills required to be ‘work ready’ upon graduation. 
Successful graduates from Sydney’s institutes are working at the highest levels 
in government and business around the world.

DID YOU KNOW?

•	 Sydney is home to the University of Technology, Sydney 
(UTS), University of Sydney, University of New South Wales, 
Macquarie University, Australian Catholic University, University 
of Western Sydney and a large number of high quality private 
higher education, vocational and English colleges.

•	 Sydney is one of Australia’s most popular destinations for higher 
education international students, ranked the sixth best student 
city in the world. 

•	 The city is home to many government institutions as well as 
world-renowned private colleges delivering skills training in key 
areas.

•	 The National Institute of Dramatic Arts in Sydney includes Mel 
Gibson, Cate Blanchett, Hugo Weaving and Baz Luhrmann 
amongst its graduates.

Tertiary education costs vary according to course, university and residency 
status. If you do not hold Australian permanent residency, university study 
may cost $20,000 to $30,000 per year. Each university can provide detailed 
information on course fees.

Colleges of Technical and Further Education (TAFE) offer shorter diploma 
courses that tend to have more of a commercial focus. Course types are 
widely varied compared to academic university courses. For example, diplomas 
are offered in car mechanics, building trades and plumbing. 
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FIND OUT MORE

•	 www.uac.edu.au: information on entry requirements 
for universities and colleges and courses and admission 
requirements for overseas students

•	 www.gooduniguide.com.au: a full list of Australia’s universities 
and colleges 

•	 www.tafe.nsw.edu.au: information on TAFE courses, locations 
and entry requirements

Healthcare
Sydney offers a world-class healthcare system and is home to well-
credentialed and globally competitive medical practitioners across all 
specialisations. 

Many public and private hospitals offer specialised care and Sydney’s strong 
market of allied health professionals includes physiotherapists, podiatrists, 
and specialists in alternative medicine. 

MEDICARE

Most Australians receive healthcare under the public healthcare system 
known as Medicare. You are eligible for Medicare if:

•	 you are an Australian or New Zealand citizen

•	 you are a permanent resident

•	 you have a permanent visa and meet certain criteria

•	 you are covered by a Reciprocal Health Care Agreement with 
another country

Medicare helps with some of your healthcare costs for hospital, medical or 
pharmaceutical services. Benefits are based on a schedule of fees. Some 
healthcare providers charge in excess of these fees – and you are required to 
cover what’s known as the ‘gap’. 

Medicare usually pays:

•	 the full schedule fee for general practitioner services

•	 85 per cent of the schedule fee for other out-of-hospital services

•	 75 per cent of the schedule fee for in-hospital services as a public 
patient.

Medicare does not cover costs such as private patient costs, extras services 
such as dental and physiotherapy or medical aids like glasses or hearing aids.

Medicare provides an online information kit with healthcare information for 
people who have recently arrived in Australia or who intend to move to or visit 
Australia. This can be accessed by visiting www.medicare.gov.au. 

ACCESSING HEALTHCARE AS A TEMPORARY RESIDENT

Temporary residents are only eligible for Australia’s free public health system 
if their country has a reciprocal health care arrangement with Australia. 
Temporary residents should consider Overseas Visitors Health Cover 
(OVHC) to avoid being responsible for the full cost of any treatment. 

Temporary residents are only eligible for Australia’s free public health system 
if their country has a reciprocal health care arrangement with Australia. Such 
countries include Britain, Ireland, New Zealand, Italy and the Netherlands. 
Temporary residents should consider Overseas Visitors Health Cover 
(OVHC) to avoid being responsible for the full cost of any treatment.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Many temporary visas (including the 457 visa) stipulate that you take out 
a specific level of health insurance in order to be granted a visa. Be sure 
to check the eligibility requirements of your visa for more information.

PRIVATE HEALTH INSURANCE

Many Australians supplement their Medicare cover with private health 
insurance, and this is encouraged by the Australian Government through the 
tax system.  If you are not eligible for Medicare, you will require some form of 
private health insurance. Some employers pay for these costs if you are living 
in Australia temporarily.  

Private health insurance policies include hospital policies for when you go to 
the hospital, and ancillary or ‘extras’ policies that cover general treatment 
such as dental or physiotherapy. Consumer websites provide comparison 
tools to determine the best possible cover for your needs.

GETTING HEALTH ADVICE

Doctors or general practitioners (GPs) are located across Sydney to treat 
everyday illnesses or refer patients to specialists, where necessary. There’s no 
need to register with a local GP. 

Medical centre GPs are available for minor ailments without an appointment 
around the city and suburbs. Expect to wait around an hour or so to see a 
doctor. Many medical centres remain open until around 10pm and some 
remain open 24 hours. 

You can also visit www.healthdirect.org.au for valuable advice before visiting a 
health specialist.

Pharmacies or chemists often stay open after normal business hours, and are 
usually located near medical centres. Some stay open 24 hours. You can call 
+61 2 9467 7100 to find your closest after hours pharmacy.

Medicines are not free in Australia. Prescription medicines are heavily 
subsidised, and you may be able to claim some of the cost of medicines from 
your private insurance. 

Some drugs are not permitted in Australia. If you rely on prescription drugs 
check with the manufacturer whether the drugs are available in Australia.

GOING TO HOSPITAL

Most public hospitals in Sydney have emergency departments, but check 
before attending as some do not. Emergency departments are open 24 hours. 

Not all hospitals in Sydney are the same – some cover particular illnesses and 
areas of research while others have unique specialities. For example, Sydney 
offers two specialised children’s hospitals: Westmead Children’s Hospital and 
Sydney Children’s Hospital in Randwick.

STARTING A FAMILY IN SYDNEY

High quality, comprehensive maternity care is offered through private 
and public hospitals and obstetricians. Visit Health Engine to locate a local 
obstetrician who speaks your language www.healthengine.com.au/find/
Obstetrician/NSW

New parents are supported by local council services to help you access 
community services and build a network with other parents and children of a 
similar age. Check your local council website for more information on these 
services and networks.
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FIND OUT MORE

•	 Visit www.humanservices.gov.au to find out more on Medicare 
and the public health system in Australia

•	 Visit http://www.myhospitals.gov.au/browse/nsw/sydney to 
search for a public or private hospital in your area. 

•	 Learn more about private health insurance from www.
privatehealth.gov.au or www.phiac.gov.au

•	 Visit www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/enablers/medicare/
medicare-card/eligibility-for-medicare-card to find out if you’re 
eligible for a Medicare Card

•	 Use www.yellowpages.com.au to find your local medical 
practitioners. 

•	 Find out about reciprocal arrangements: www.humanservices.
gov.au/customer/services/medicare/reciprocal-health-care-
agreements

•	 Visit www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/medicare/
medicare-safety-net to learn  more about the Medicare safety 
net if you have a lot of medical expenses.

Getting around

OWNING A CAR AND GETTING A DRIVERS LICENCE

Australia has relatively cheap petrol (or gas) compared to many nations. 
Petrol prices generally fluctuate due to international and national market 
conditions.

Car ownership rates in Sydney are not as high as 
cities such as Los Angeles, Houston or Seattle, 
but are higher than New York and other European 
cities. The trend towards car ownership is 
declining.

To drive a car legally on NSW roads you must 
register the car. Registration fees depend on the 
size of the car.  

If you are a permanent resident and you plan 
to stay in NSW you may drive in NSW on your 
country of origin’s licence for three months. 
After this, you must sit for your NSW Driver’s 
Licence.

TO FIND OUT ABOUT REGISTRATION FEES 
AND LICENSING GUIDELINES, VISIT NSW 

ROADS AND MARITIME SERVICES:

www.rms.nsw.gov.au

DRIVING 

Australians drive on the left side of the road. The 
standard speed limit is 50 to 60 kilometres per hour in 
urban areas, lowering to 40 kilometres per hour near 
schools. Dual carriageways and motorways have higher 
speed limits, with a State limit of 110 kilometres an 
hour.

Roads such as motorways, the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge and Sydney Harbour Tunnel are tolled. Tolls are 
collected electronically and require an electronic tag. 
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FIND OUT MORE

•	 Visit www.rms.nsw.gov.au for information on electronic tolling.

•	 View general information on driving in NSW from  
www.mynrma.com.au

•	 Find up to date information on the cost of petrol at www.aaa.asn.au
•	 Visit www.drive.com.au and www.carsales.com.au if you wish to buy 

a car

•	 Find out about car-share services such as GoGet: www.goget.com.au

•	 Hire car companies include most international operators (Hertz, Avis, 
Europcar etc) and local operator, Bayswater Car Rental.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

While you may hear Sydneysiders complain about it, Sydney’s public 
transport system is one of Australia’s best. Public transport is one of the most 
affordable, reliable and convenient ways to travel in Sydney, especially at rush 
hour. Services cover the entire metropolitan area via trains, buses and ferries.

FIND OUT EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT PUBLIC TRANSPORT – 
TIMETABLES, FARES, TICKETING AND DOWNLOADABLE SMARTPHONE APPS FROM:

www.131500.com.au

TRAINS

Train services are operated by Sydney Trains. You can buy a ticket at the 
station for either single trips or daily, weekly or monthly MyMulti passes, and 
a new ticketing system – the Opal Card – is gradually being introduced to 

allow you to pay for your travel by tapping on and off on ferries, trains, buses 
and light rail. 

Major CBD stations include Central, Wynyard, Town Hall, Martin Place and 
Circular Quay. There are stations in most major outer suburban locations, and 
you can also take a train to Sydney Airport for an additional fee.

BUS

Most buses are run by Sydney Buses, which provides services to the Northern 
Beaches, Eastern Suburbs and inner parts of Sydney. Private operators 
provide services in outer suburbs. 

You must have a pre-paid ticket to board bus services between 7am-7pm on 
weekdays in a number of busier centres in Sydney (tickets can be purchased 
on board outside these hours). You can buy single or 10-trip bus passes from 
newsagents or other ticket outlets. A daily, weekly or monthly MyMulti pass 
includes buses with trains and ferries. 

A free shuttle is available in the Sydney CBD operating every 10 minutes on 
a loop in both directions from Central Station to Circular Quay via Elizabeth 
and George Streets. 
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FERRIES

Sydney has a popular ferry network. The iconic Manly ferry travels between 
beachside Manly and Circular Quay, passing the Opera House and the 
Harbour Bridge. People living near the harbour or Parramatta River often 
travel to work via ferry, though most residents use the ferry for weekend 
activities.

Ferries predominantly depart from Circular Quay. Services also depart from 
Darling Harbour at King Street Wharf. Tickets can be purchased at the wharf 
or trips may be included in MyMulti travel passes.

CYCLING

The popularity of cycling is on the rise, particularly in inner parts of Sydney 
where journeys to the CBD can be completed in less than 30 minutes. Riding 
a bicycle can be more time efficient and better value than catching public 
transport or driving, especially for short journeys. 

Be sure to familiarise yourself with your rights and responsibilities before 
riding on the road with cars, and don’t forget to wear your helmet! It’s illegal in 
Australia to cycle on the road without one.

Cycling on certain roads in Sydney is not for the faint hearted, especially on 
roads that don’t have cycle lanes. Motorists are not as accustomed to cyclists 
on Sydney roads as they are on the streets of many European cities, but they 
are learning. 

Visit www.bicycleinfo.nsw.gov.au for local maps and suggested routes to help 
you avoid major roads.
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Weekend escapes

Whether you’re seeking a relaxing poolside escape or 
an activity-packed weekend of bushwalking, surfing 
and sailing, you’ll be able to find it on a short weekend 
trip from Sydney. When you speak to your Australian 
colleagues about where to visit, keep in mind that 
Australians tend to describe distances in terms of 
how long it takes to get there, rather than the actual 
distance.

DESTINATION ACTIVITIES DISTANCE FROM 
THE CBD

Hunter Valley and 
Newcastle

Gourmet food and wine, 
luxury B&Bs, hot air 

ballooning, nature tours and 
the historic city of Newcastle.

2 hours drive north of 
Sydney

160km / 100 miles

South Coast Fishing, whale watching and 
beautiful beaches, including 

Hyams Beach with the 
whitest sand in the world; 
Kiama, home to the iconic 

blowhole; and quaint farming 
villages such as Berry.

1.5-2 hours drive south 
of Sydney

120km / 75 miles

The Blue Mountains Hiking, wildlife tours, 
bush walks, local markets, 

historical towns and antiques.

1.5-2 hours west of 
Sydney

120km / 75 miles

DESTINATION ACTIVITIES DISTANCE FROM 
THE CBD

Snowy Mountains Snow sports in winter and 
wonderful bushwalks in 

summer around Australia’s 
highest mountain.

5.5 hours south-west of 
Sydney

500km / 310 miles

Canberra Australia’s national capital, 
home to important cultural 

institutions, national 
landmarks and great gourmet 

treats. 

4 hours south-west of 
Sydney

290km / 180 miles

The Southern Highlands Historic towns, Victorian 
mansions, high-teas and 
beautiful bushwalks and 

outdoor activities.

1.5 hours south west of 
Sydney.

120km / 75 miles

Mid-North Coast Beaches, surfing, fishing, 
oysters farms, sailing, 
snorkelling & dolphin 

watching. 

2.5 hours North of 
Sydney

200km / 125 miles

Central West Nature and historical tours, 
car racing, observatory, 

gourmet food and wine, zoo 
and farm stays.

3-5 hours West of 
Sydney; Up to 400km / 

250 miles

One of the most popular weekend 
adventures is to discover NSW’s wine 
regions in areas like the Hunter Valley, the 
Riverina, or the central western wine hubs 
of Orange, Mudgee and Cowra. 
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FIND OUT ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT WEEKENDS 
AWAY AT WWW.VISITNSW.COM. USE THE SITE’S SEARCH 

BAR TO FIND INFORMATION ON:

•	 Short breaks

•	 Wineries

•	 Accommodation

HOLIDAYS AND LONG WEEKENDS

Generally, Australians are offered four weeks paid leave each year. Many 
people take time off over the Christmas break, and there are public holidays 
(or bank holidays) throughout the year.

New Year’s Day 1 January

Australia Day 26 January (or nearest weekday)

Good Friday 

Easter Saturday 

Easter Sunday 

Easter Monday 

Anzac Day 25 April

Queen’s Birthday Early June

Labour Day Early October

Christmas Day public holiday 25 December

Boxing Day 26 December

Making connections in Sydney
Settling in can be tough in a new city. In Sydney, you are joining an 
international community of expatriates. There are numerous local community 
groups and social and business networks that can help you adjust into life and 
work in Sydney.

YOUR LIFE IN SYDNEY

8685



COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL NETWORKS

Community groups run by your local council bring together people with 
shared interests such as sport, book clubs, arts and crafts, community 
gardens and language classes. Check your local council website to see what’s 
happening in your neighbourhood. 

Social networking websites like MeetUp.com can help you locate people in 
your age group, in your profession, from your home country, who share your 
interests. For more information, see: www.meetup.com

The Australian Government also has free English language courses for select 
temporary visa holders. For more information see:  
www.immi.gov.au/living-in-australia/help-with-english/amep/learning-english

If you’re feeling homesick, visit one of Sydney’s many pockets of culture 
across Sydney for a meal, such as Little Italy in Leichhardt and Haberfield in 
the inner west, or Chinatown at the centre of the city. Parramatta and Harris 
Park in the heart of Sydney’s west have great Indian food and produce, and 
you’ll find a little piece of the Middle East in Auburn and Lakemba. Amongst 

the familiar sights and aromas from home, it’ll almost feel like you never left. 

Sydney has many places of worship and community groups for Christians, 
Jews, Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus. Aside from the five major faiths there is 
also strong representation of new age religions and alternative faiths.
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BUSINESS NETWORKS

Networking is all about connecting with influential people in your industry. 
You may be able to find a network within your own company. Joining a 
business network or a professional association can also help you settle in 
to life and work in Sydney by meeting and connecting with colleagues and 
professionals. 

Sydney’s bilateral business chambers can help you network with leaders and 
colleagues in your field. 

BUSINESS CHAMBERS

•	 Committee for Sydney: http://www.sydney.org.au/ 

•	 Sydney Business Chamber:  
www.nswbusinesschamber.com.au/Sydney-Business-Chamber/Home

•	 NSW Business Chamber: www.nswbusinesschamber.com.au 

•	 American Chamber of Commerce in Australia: www.amcham.com.au
•	 Australian Arab Chamber of Commerce and Industry:  

www.austarab.com.au 

•	 Australia-Israel Chamber of Commerce: www.aicc.org.au 

•	 Australia India Business Council: www.aibc.org.au 

•	 Australia China Business Council  www.acbc.com.au
•	 Australia Malaysia Business Council:  www.ambc.org.au 
•	 Australia Indonesia Business Council: www.aibc.com.au 
•	 Australia Korea  Business Council: www.akbc.com.au 
•	 Australia Singapore Chamber of Commerce and Industry:  

www.ascci.org.au 
•	 Hong Kong Australia Business Chamber: www.hkaba.com.au 

•	 Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Sydney Inc:  
www.jcci.org.au
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Visas
If you’re thinking of taking your next career step in Sydney, it’s important to 
research the right visa for your travel and work here.

THE COMMONWEALTH DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION 
AND CITIZENSHIP (DIAC) WEBSITE INCLUDES ALL 

INFORMATION ABOUT VISAS AND AUSTRALIA’S SKILLED 
MIGRATION SCHEME:

www.immi.gov.au 

DIAC’s Skilled Migration Program provides opportunities for skilled workers 
to live and work in Australia through several visa options, each with its own 
eligibility requirements and, sometimes, conditions. Generally speaking, there 
are three categories:

•	 employer sponsored categories

•	 (independent) points tested categories

•	 State sponsored points tested category.  

One of the most common visas for skilled workers is the 457 visa. This is a 
temporary visa issued for between one and four years.  It can include family 
members - including a partner, children, and any other dependent relatives 
– but you must be able to demonstrate anyone included on your application 
meets the right requirements. These family members are known as secondary 
sponsored people and can only join you if your employer – who is known 
technically as your sponsor – agrees in writing to include family members as 
secondary sponsored people. 

Many skilled people launch their career in Australia on a 457 visa and later 
apply for a permanent visa.  Visit the Skill Select website (see links below) to 
find out about options for moving here permanently.

Other visas for people to visit Australia include visitor and student 
visas.  These can be granted for different time periods and have different 
requirements and conditions.  

FIND OUT MORE

Visit www.immi.gov.au and under ‘online services’ to find out more:

•	 Skill Select provides information on skilled visa categories 
including eligible occupations for skilled visas. These occupations 
lists are often based on skills needs in Australia’s labour market.

•	 Skill Select has sub-links to the 457 visa and from here you can 
find out more about bringing your family members over.

•	 Visa Entitlement Verification Online (VEVO) is DIAC’s online 
system that allows you or an employer to verify your visa status 
and conditions.

•	 If you’d like to check if your overseas qualifications will be 
recognised in Australia, visit the Skills Recognition website: www.
immi.gov.au/asri/ 

•	 Find out about where there are skills shortages: deewr.gov.au/
skill-shortages-0

Visit www.business.nsw.gov.au/live-and-work-in-nsw/visa-and-migration 
for information about state sponsored migration.

Opening a bank account
Start researching banking institutions and their products before you arrive in 
Sydney. Fees and charges and the type of accounts available can be different 
to what you might be used to living overseas. Some institutions may let you 
set up an Australian bank account before you arrive.
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If you open a bank account within six weeks of arrival you will usually only 
need your passport as identification. After six weeks you will need additional 
identification to open an account, such as a driver’s licence, birth certificate, 
passport or health care card.

You can apply for an account in a branch or online. The process usually takes 
between 5 to 10 business days. 

It’s in your interests to provide your tax file number (see below) when you 
open your account to avoid tax being withheld from any interest paid to your 
account, and at the highest marginal tax rate.

Financial obligations
Like most countries, wages are taxed in Australia and Australia has a 
compulsory superannuation (retirement savings) system.

VISIT THE AUSTRALIAN TAXATION OFFICE (ATO) WEBSITE 
FOR INFORMATION ON TAX RATES, FRINGE BENEFITS TAX, 

SUPERANNUATION AND FAMILY TAX BENEFITS:

www.ato.gov.au 

TAXATION

Taxation needs to be worked out for each individual. The amount of income 
tax you pay depends on your visa status. You are considered an Australian 
resident for tax purposes if you have continuously been in Australia for six 
months or more, mostly living in the same place and working in the same role; 
if you’re not classed as an Australian resident for tax purposes, you’re classed 
as a foreign resident.

Australian residents are generally taxed on their worldwide income and foreign 
residents are generally taxed only on their Australian-sourced income. A 
higher rate of tax is applied to a foreign resident’s taxable income and foreign 
residents are not entitled to a tax-free threshold (Australian residents can 
earn up to $18,200 tax-free).

The table below shows Australian taxation rates for the 2013-14 year. These 
rates do not include the Medicare levy, which is paid by Australian residents. 

TAXABLE 
INCOME

FOREIGN RESIDENTS TAX 
ON INCOME

AUSTRALIAN 
RESIDENTS TAX ON 

INCOME

0-$18,200 32.5c for each $1 Nil

$18,201-$37,000 32.5c for each $1 19c for each $1 over $18,200

$37,001-$80,000 32.5c for each $1 $3,572 plus 32.5c for each $1 
over $37,000

$80,001-
$180,000

$26,000 plus 37c for each $1 over 
$80,000

$17,547 plus 37c for each $1 
over $80,000

$180,001 and over $63,000 plus 45c for each $1 over 
$180,000

$54,547 plus 45c for each $1 
over $180,000
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DID YOU KNOW?

•	 Once you accept your new job in Sydney, you’ll be asked to 
provide a tax file number, a unique number needed to lodge 
a tax return in Australia. You can get this by visiting the ATO 
website under ‘Individuals’. You’ll need your passport details and 
an Australian address.

•	 In Australia, individuals, partnerships and companies have to 
submit a tax return at the end of each financial year, which falls 
on 30 June. 

RUNNING A BUSINESS

VISIT THE ATO’S BUSINESS WEBSITE FOR INFORMATION ON 
TAX ENTITLEMENTS AND OBLIGATIONS:

www.ato.gov.au/business 

If you are heading to Sydney to set up a business, you’ll need a tax file 
number, an Australian Business Number (ABN) and you’ll need to register 
for Goods and Services Tax (GST) if your annual turnover exceeds $75,000. 
Where relevant, you’ll also need to obtain approvals from various government 
agencies – and, remember, offering gifts or bribes to influence or speed up a 
decision is illegal and will be reported.

You will need to pay tax on your business’s income and on any capital gains 
if the business is sold. Australian law requires you to make superannuation 
payments (see below) for each employee and tax each employee’s pay and 
send it to the ATO. This applies even when the employee is a family member. 

SUPERANNUATION 

Superannuation – your retirement savings or pension income - is a 
compulsory long-term investment for your retirement. Australians refer to 
superannuation as ‘super’. 

In most cases, your employer must pay an amount equivalent to 9.25 per 
cent of your earnings into a superannuation fund of your choice. You can also 
contribute extra money into your superannuation. 

FIND OUT MORE

•	 Visit www.ato.gov.au/Super for basic information about choosing 
a superannuation fund, or speak to a financial advisor for more 
detailed information on options around diversification, potential 
investment performance, value for money, fees and insurance.

•	 Visit www.australia.gov.au/service/superannuation-departing-
australia to find out about reclaiming your superannuation assets 
if you leave Australia permanently.
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Contact details:
NSW Department of  
Trade and Investment

Level 47, MLC Centre,  
19 Martin Place, Sydney, NSW 2000

GPO Box 5477,  
Sydney NSW 2001, Australia

Phone: +61 2 9338 6692          
Fax: +61 2 9338 6728

Email: bizmigration.enquiries@business.nsw.gov.au

or visit www.business.nsw.gov.au

For further information about living and working in 
Sydney or NSW, and international office locations 
visit www.sydneyaustralia.com
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DISCLAIMER: 

All information that has been provided as general information only and does 
not take into account individual circumstances. You are strongly advised to 
confirm information before making any decisions. We also welcome your 
feedback and advice on any corrections that may need to be made. 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: 

In keeping with the NSW Government’s commitment to encourage the 
availability of information, you are welcome to reproduce the material that 
appears in Sydney - Your Future Starts Here: The Official Guide To Living 
& Working In Sydney for personal, in-house or non-commercial use without 
formal permission or charge. All other rights are reserved. If you wish to 
reproduce, alter, store or transmit material appearing in Sydney - Your 
Future Starts Here: The Official Guide To Living & Working for any other 
purpose, request for formal permission should be directed to NSW Trade and 
Investment. 
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